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We need to challenge hate by open dialog 

 
Hate crimes against Muslims in Canada have increased by 60% from 2014 to 2015. This attitude 
was one of the major factors that lead to the death of six and injured 19 others when Alexandre 
Bissonnette opened fire in a Quebec Masjid on January 30, 2017. 
 
When Iqra Khalid, a member of parliament, tabled a motion before the House of Commons called 
Motion M103 to study the increasing public climate of hate and fear and to condemn 
Islamophobia and all forms of systemic racism and discrimination, she received more than 
61,000 hate messages in 48 hours.  
 
Now, we witness death threats targeting Calgary school trustee candidate, Nimra Amjad. The 
hate messages include:  
“Paki b—h what right do you have to run for office in Canada? We will find out where you live, the 
Aryan Guard will find you. Beware.” 
“Paki b—h, what business do you have running for council? Canada belongs to white people. 
The Aryan Guard will come for you, Muslim scum.” 
“You will be lying dead on the street like Heather Heyer.”  
 
These messages are a sign of increasing hate, Calgary police say it would be 'naive' to think that 
Charlottesville violence couldn't happen here. Insp. Chris Butler says the force is well-prepared to 
handle protests and keep the peace (CBC Aug 15, 2017) 
 
Nimra Amjad and positive and said, “Calgary is an inclusive and diverse city and I'm thankful for 
the hundreds of messages of support. The education system is key to countering hate and 
radicalization and I look forward to serving Calgary”.   
 
Chair person for Think for Actions, Dr. Mukarram Zaidi says, “Sound research, open dialog and 
discussion will challenge ignorance by addressing fear”. The national think tank attempts to 
address the rise of Islamophobia, fear, and division among Canadians.  
 
The Canadian Community Engagement Study was undertaken to understand the level of 

communication between Canadians Muslims and their fellow Canadians. Think for Actions and 

Insights Matter, along with nine researchers, eleven advisors and nineteen students from eight 

different Canadian Universities designed the survey. The survey closed with 1048 responses 

(Data collected from March 13 to August 12, 2017). 

 
The results from the study will be shared at The Unity Conference: Stronger together – Strength 
in Diversity on September 16th 2017 at the University of Calgary. The conference aims to 
deconstruct Islamophobia / alienation by educating Canadian and Canadian Muslim institutions 
on the roots, effects and remedies to discrimination, marginalization, and systemic racism. 
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Dr. Mukarram Zaidi 
mzaidi@nosm.ca 
4039754094 
For more information: http://thinkforactions.com  
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